
2019 BCFGA Resolutions Status Report 
February 12, 2019 

I. Complimentary 

1. Appreciation

2. Municipal Support for Tree Fruit Industry Priorities

1. To adjust Replant program for inflation and reflect increased costs
That the BCFGA request the government to increase the level of replant grant to reflect inflation.
The soft fruit and cherry grant was increased to $5.50 per tree.  Further increases in per tree
grants were not approved by the province, but will be requested again for the 2021 Replant
Program.

2. Extend Replant Program
That the BCFGA seek  funding to extend the successful long term replant program.
The BCFGA included the request in several briefs to the Minister of Agriculture, following the
recommendation to renew the Replant Program by the Finance and Government Services
Committee in 2018.  The Ministry of Agriculture has done some background work but has not
yet formalized a budget request for a renewal of the Replant Program.

3. That variety-specific and area-specific risks not be averaged in Production insurance
That Production Insurance be variety-specific and that area-specific risks not be averaged in the
insurance.
The province will clarify its policy on ‘risk splitting’ in the coming months, and has reviewed the
issues with the provinces’ Tree Fruit Production Insurance Advisory Committee.

4. To raise the margin coverage in AgriStability from 70% to 85%
That the AgriStability margin coverage be reset to trigger at a 15% margin decline.
The BCFGA asked that the province take unilateral action on increasing the margin trigger, such
that any margin that falls below 85% will trigger a claim; however, the province did not adopt
this change.  The province did implement an increase in the amount paid out for claims that
trigger - if a claim is triggered by falling below 70%, the claim will be calculated at 80% of the
shortfall.  Also, the province rescinded the Reference Margin Limit.

5. Mandatory Labeling of Genetically Modified Produce
That the CHC request the federal government to amend the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Regulations to include mandatory labeling of all Genetically Modified fruits and vegetables sold
in Canada.
The resolution was forwarded to CHC AGM where it was tabled to the CHC Executive.



6. That farmers be exempt from PST 
That the rebate system be administered by government. 
The province did not change the PST rebate system from a prescribed list to all farm purchases. 
 

7. On-Farm Food Safety Resolution 
That CHC as a shareholder request the Board of Directors of CanAgPlus to consider the 
following policies to return the food safety program to a practical level: 

1. For every rule introduced, one rule must be eliminated; 
2. A risk assessment be performed on every new rule; 
3. That a risk assessment be performed on 10% of existing rules every year; and 
4. That any food safety rules without a demonstrable, realistic risk to food safety be 

eliminated. 
The resolution was forwarded to CHC, amended, and passed.  CHC is following up. 

 
8. Improve Product Review at Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 

That the federal government reduce the number of reviews, and  
Further Be It Resolved that reviews be prioritized according to the availability of alternative 
products, availability of PPE and use patterns in determining reviews. 
The timetable for reviews was amended due to backlogs, but the overall review process remains 
the same.  
 

9. Consider Pesticide Resistance in PMRA reviews 
That, in the re-evaluation of existing registered crop protection products,  the PMRA consider 
pest resistance to the remaining registered crop protection products prior to making its decision. 
The issue of pest resistance is being raised by CHC with the PMRA, but no clear policy is in 
place. 
 

10. Deer control programs 
That the provincial government implement other deer control practices (such as a new limited 
entry hunting program) to manage the problem rural and urban deer population. 
The BCFGA’s plan to start a deer control sub-committee of the Crop Protection Committee was 
set aside due to other priorities and limited resources. 
 

11. Transportation Corridor Fencing for Deer 
That the BCFGA request ICBC to provide transportation corridor or interface deer fencing in 
order to decrease motor vehicle incidents caused by rural and urban deer population. 
The item was to be reviewed by the Deer Control Sub-Committee, but was not started. 
 

12. Establish a Deer Fencing Program 
That the BCFGA make a priority of advocating for the re-introduction of deer fencing as a 
Beneficial Management Practice eligible for EFP funding. 
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The BCFGA reviewed recent, extensive efforts at adding deer fencing as a BMP, and the request 
was deferred for future action.  
 

13. Support for Starling Control Program 
That the BCFGA continue to support the Starling Control Program. 
The BCFGA continued to fund and participate in the planning group for the Starling Control 
Committee. 

 
14. Support for the Sterile Insect Release Program 

That the BCFGA continue to support an efficient and effective Sterile Insect Release (SIR) 
Program. 
The BCFGA’s three appointed directors on the SIR Board and the BCFGA General Manager 
advocated for an efficient and effective SIR Program at all SIR Board meetings. 
 

15. To expand the mandate of the SIR program in cooperation with growers 
That the BCFGA recognize and encourage the efforts of the SIR program to expand its scope to 
include necessary area-wide monitoring, control and enforcement practices of other insect pests, 
and 
Further Be It Resolved that the SIR Board develop a policy on how to obtain grower support and 
cooperation when considering additional pests to the program. 
The SIR Board held several planning sessions to discuss whether and how to expand the mandate 
of SIR and a roadmap to make progress is in place. 
 

16. Environmental Farm Planning - Increase Funding Caps 
That the BCAC lobby to increase the funding caps for EFP Beneficial Management Practices. 
The BCFGA forwarded the request to BCAC, but allocation of funding under the Canadian 
Agricultural Policy is not being increased by the federal-provincial governments. 

 
17. EFP Funding for Soil Moisture Sensors and Irrigation Systems 

That BCAC lobby to restore funding to expand the list of projects to include items such as soil 
moisture sensors, and for upgrading to efficient irrigation systems. 
The EFP funding list is reviewed annually and the BCFGA nominee to the committee is taking 
forward requests; however, to make more rapid progress, a more formal approach by BCFGA 
would be to research and provide a rationale for each requested addition may be required. 

 
18. Province to Put Controls on the Cost of Irrigation Water 

That the province cap the cost of agricultural water and ease the regulation of turn off and turn 
on dates. 
The concept was provided to the Minister of Agriculture in briefs.  Further work is needed.  
 

19. Adequate, Affordable Water 
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That BCFGA work with water purveyors to ensure there is adequate, affordable quality water at 
appropriate times for agriculture. 
The concept of an Agricultural Water Reserve was included in the 2019 Okanagan Basin Water 
Board planning document.  Further work is needed. 
 

20. Wood Chipping Program 
That there be provincial government funding to fully service the chipping of all orchard wood 
waste, related to the OBSCR regulation. 
The BCFGA’s plan to prepare a plan and proposal for wood chipping were set aside due to other 
priorities and limited resources. 
 

21. Settlement of Refugees to Fill Agricultural Jobs 
That the federal government increase the settlement of refugees to areas where there are 
agriculture jobs available. 
The BCFGA’s staff contacted and discussed the settlement of refugees with the local refugee 
settlement service.  Further work is required. 
 

22. Halt Further Increases to Minimum Wage for Agriculture 
That government off-set the increase in minimum wage through increased funding of agricultural 
programs, introduction of tax credits for farming in relation to the employment of low-skill 
workers, and reducing regulatory costs for growers or that the agriculture sector be exempt from 
further minimum wage increases. 
The BCFGA has included in all briefs to the Minister of Agriculture a statement on minimum 
wages and the need to contain or off-set any increases, but at this time the government is 
committed to its announced schedule of minimum wage increases.  The BCFGA and tree fruit 
growers and workers participated in the review of piece rates, and it appears that the 
government listened to the strong support for piece rates from growers and workers and the 
piece rate system will be continued, with no immediate changes in piece rates expected. 
 

23. To approve more TFW-Ag Stream applications for workers from certain countries  
That the issuance of TFW Ag Stream work permits for workers from certain countries be 
increased. 
The BCFGA discussed the issue at provincial and national meetings with other associations. 
While the item did not receive support at those levels, there was a notable if small increase in 
approvals of TFW Ag Stream Work Permits from India. 

 
24. Increase SAWP Housing Deductions 

That BCAC request an increase of allowable deductions for housing that reflects the rate of 
increase in the minimum wage over the past four years.  
The BCFGA and BCAC requested increases to the allowable housing deduction but the request 
was deferred due to the federal election.  
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25. Introduce Agricultural Education Programs 

That BCFGA work with education institutions and the provincial government to develop 
agricultural education programs with courses appropriate for the tree fruit sector in the Okanagan 
and Similkameen Valleys. 
The BCFGA deferred work with educational institutions due to other priorities and limited 
resources. 
  

26. Allow International Experience Program Work Permits to be Issued in Canada after 
Arrival 
That the International Experience Program participants be allowed to apply for work permits 
after arrival in Canada. 
The BCFGA confirmed that the resolution is ‘standing policy’ at CHC, but no progress has been 
made to date on the request. 
 

27. a. International Experience Program - to increase numbers of participants and add 
countries participating 
That the Federal Government increase the number of Working Holiday visas issued and that the 
number of eligible countries be expanded. 
The BCFGA did not have adequate resources to investigate the Working Holiday Program.  A 
BCFGA approach to promote the use of the Working Holiday program in participating countries 
is in the planning stage. 
 

      29b. Apple Clearwing Moth - Solutions 
That the BCFGA lobby for long-term funding for research to find environmental ways to combat 
Apple Clearwing Moth. 
Dividend funding from SVC was provided for the purpose of developing a plan for a “Research 
Lab” to find invasive pest solutions.  Work has not yet started on the development of the plan. 
 

28. To explore how SIR can rapidly detect and react to Codling Moth hotspots. 
That the BCFGA request that a research study be conducted to explore how SIR can rapidly 
detect and react to Codling Moth “hotspots.” 
The SIR program has provided resources for research to do in-season analysis of trap data to 
better detect and provide optimal moths to areas to control outbreaks.  The research is expected 
to take several years. 

 
29. Research Codling Moth Trap Effectiveness 

That the effectiveness of codling moth traps be studied. 
The concept of a study was raised with SIR.  SIR has attended research conferences and 
communicated with researchers on the issue. 

 
30. Federal Bare Land Planting Program 
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That the BCFGA seek funding for a national ‘bare land’ planting program through a no-interest 
loan for the first five years. 
The BCFGA is proposing to develop a proposal, through CHC, to access some of the funding 
directed to the objective of planting 2 billion trees over the next 10 years.  CHC has met with the 
federal Ministry of Natural Resources, and CHC has requested BCFGA to prepare a formal 
proposal. 
 

31.To Explore marketing benefits of the Sterile Insect Release Program 
That the BCFGA explore the promotional benefit of the SIR program and promote the 
environmental friendliness of the industry. 
A current marketing assessment by BCTFC, funded by the Competitiveness Fund, may take this 
into account, but results of the assessment are not completed or public at this time. 

 
32. Cooperative Governance Structure 

That the BCFGA encourage BCTFC to submit a proposal to the Competitiveness fund to look at 
governance and structure. 
The Competitiveness Fund approved the BCTFC governance study, which is nearly complete. 
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